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A: One time I came to town, Athabasca town, and there was l o t s a horse 
dealers and one know me from Meanook, thats faraway i n the south, Meanook, 
He says Joe you want a buy horse I know you need a horse. I sa i d sure I 
need very bad a horse j u s t I got no money. He says i f I can s e l l i t I 
don't want to drag i t home he said I ' l l make $20. He said that would be 
help you know two can do more then one. So I say I couldn' pay I don't 
know when. He sa i d you got a house, you got a farm, some cows, and so 
you can borrow easy $20 from the bank. So good I took the horse and took 
i t home next day I go to the bank. Well , the manager ask me e v e r y t h i n g , 
how much land I got broke, how much debts, no I got c l e a r t i t l e . How many 
cows, machenery e v e r y t h i n g , there was two cows, maybe two h e i f e r s , and I 
horse, and a working plow, and harrows and a d i s c . Nope he says no I 
c a n ' t . Maybe you get somebody to sign f o r you. Well I think Joseph 
Arbing i s my f r i e n d he's a l o t bet t e r o f f because i n winter time get going 
coal mine he brings i n sprin g $300-$400 and he's got a very good setup 
because Arbing and Gora are r e l a t e d so i t was him that set him up. So 
next day he ??????????and the manager ask me again everything ????? paper. 
No he says I can't give you, and he (Arbing) was mad, he s a i d , we two of 
us, are not worth $20. He (Bank Manager) s a i d , no, no, your are worth a 
l o t more then $20 but your making j u s t hardly enough to make a l i v i n g , 
you got nothing l e f t to pay the $20. 
Q: Which bank was t h i s ? 
A: Imperial . Know I own a farm only four miles from town. His farm was not 
worth the $40 000 and he get c r e d i t for $200 000. 
Q: So you didn't get your loan? 
A: No I didn't get i t . 1 had to take the horse and go back to Meanook. 
Q: When d i d you get your f i r s t automobile, car or truck? 
A: Automobile. F i r s t automobile I trade with ????? he had o l d car with a 
three bottom plow. I didn't need i t and he had the car he bought i t and 
he need the pi ow. 
Q: So a s t r a i g h t t r a d e , s t r a i g h t across? 
A: Yes a s t r a i g h t t r a d e . He give me the b i l l , how much he paid to f i x i t up 
and that was a c a r . 
Q: That was i n 1947. 
A: Yeh could be that was my f i r s t c a r . 
L ) : Did you have any tr o u b l e g e t t i n g water on the farm? 
A: No. 
Q: How d i d you f i n d where to d i g , you dug your own well or was there water 
there? 
A: On the o l d place there was water. 
Q: There was a well there when you came? 
A: There was a well j u s t I had to clean i t up and put new c r i b b i n g ? 30 feet 
deep 
Q: 30 feet deep you had l o t s of water. 
A: Yeh had l o t s of water. 
Q: So while you are farming and l i v i n g i n Richmond Park, what d i d you do to 
pass the time when you had some free time, in the winter? 
A: In the winter I couldn't wait f o r the winter to go on to camp? 
Q: You went to a lumber camp? 
A: Lumber camp year a f t e r year I was i n peckson??? I don't know two years or 
three I s t i l l was working i n the camp. 
Q: Is that r i g h t ? Whose camp was i t ? 
A: A l l kinds of camps. The l a s t camp I work f o r ????? here on C a l l i n g Lake. 
I was the foreman t h e r e . 
Q: You made good money then? e x t r a money? 
A: Yeh I make $50 a month. 
Q: So tha t was a good way to make some money during the winter time? 
A: Yeh that was so much l a t e r on. 
Q: So you did not have much time f o r fun did you? 
A: No there was no time f o r f u n . 
Q: You didn't do to much dancing i n those early days? 
A: I had no time because those other homesteaders you know they had be t t e r 
s t a r t I didn't have. 
Q: But al ot of farmers d i d e x t r a things to earn money during the w i n t e r . Oid 
you ever hunt or trap fur? 
A: Yes I trap once i n a while you know j u s t f o r a few days but you get 5 
cents a squi r r e l . 
Q: Not much worth i s i t . You didn't go a f t e r coyotes, or anything l i k e 
t h at? 
A: No. 
Q: So you didn't have much entertainment you didn't go dancing? 
A: While I t e l l you, one time when I was working i n the ???? camp, 
by C a l l i n g R i v e r , i t was 27 miles to mine home, well the Saturday a f t e r 
supper, 6 o'clock we had supper, / o'clock I was ready to walk home. 
27 miles a f t e r supper and the r i v e r was l o t s a times 66 to 65 below. 
Q: I was going to ask you befor e , Mr. Martynek, when you were t a l k i n g about 
d r i v i n g to Athabasca with the team of horses d i d you not ever travel down 
by the r i v e r ? 
A: That was l a t e r on. We always said cut the banks a 1 i t t l e b i t so we can 
tr a v e l on the r i v e r . 
Q: But that was a few years l a t e r . When would have s t a r t e d travel by the 
r i v e r , l a t e r on l i k e i n the 40's. Probably i n the 40's eh? 
A: No i t was l a t e r - no before 40. 
Q: Because that would have been shorter f o r you. 
A: One time i t was because you know you get t i r e d when you work l i k e a slave 
i n the bush. There was no f o o l i n g around those days i n the bush because 
when you leave a job there i s so many wai t i n g f o r your j o b . Now ??????? 
27 miles and I ?????? i t because I had big creek you know there was big 
trees by i t and I have to walk two miles f u r t h e r on the r i v e r and we had 
A: we had no t r a i l . Nobody was d r i v i n g at that t i m e . So more or l e s s I had 
to walk a good mile up the r i v e r banks. There was a big d r i f t well I 
knew that was from C h a r l i e Gora's f i e l d , because he was r i g h t on the r i v e r 
bank h i s f i e l d . I couldn't make the bank and I was sweating, so l i e and 
i t was so sweet and the rest was so good you know, I rest f o r a while then 
dig through the snow the p i l e was so deep. Then I use my strength already 
I couldn't go anymore. The was so nice and sweet I was sleepy very much 
sleepy t o o . I thought that I hear the sound of dog. I hear him good i t 
was my dog. I recognize t h i s mine dog sound then I get my strength 
t o g e t h e r . 
Q: You could have died t h e r e . 
A: Yeh, I t e l l you the t r u t h i f i t wasn't f o r the dog I wouldn't be here 
today. 
Q: C e r t a i n l y 
A: 1 come l a t e i n the night 2:00 i n the n i g h t , rest a l i t t l e b i t , t a l k to the 
horse,went i n t o the bush - big o l d tree d i e , pull i t to the house and cut 
i n t o b l o c k s , p i l e i t , had no time to s p l i t then had to go back again 27 
mil e s . 
Q: You j u s t brought enough wood f o r the family? 
A: Yeh, she had to s p l i t h e r s e l f . 
Q: And back to work again, so you r e a l l y didn't have time for entertainment. 
Now I know why you feel that way. 
A: If they would knew f i r s t t h i n g I think I would take a r i f l e and shot a l l 
those union ?????? r i g h t s . They don't care as long as they g o t , they 
don't care i f farmers bankrupting they s t r i k e again. That cost 50 m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s the farmers they have to pay. 
Q: What do you remember about Athabasca i n those days? When you came to 
town, can you remember many of the b u i l d i n g s or the people that l i v e d 
here? 
A: That was ??????? now r i g h t i n town. 
Q: Well I know Athabasca was pre t t y big a f t e r the f i r e but the f i r e was 
before you came. But i t was q u i t e big eh? 
A: That the l a s t ?????? they been hauling lumber with the scows. There was 
one that time a saw m i l l the log s be coining i n the boats. 
Q: What r e l i g i o n d i d you have when you were i n Czechoslovakia? 
A: R e l i g i o n - C a t h o l i c , Roman C a t h o l i c . 
Q: When you came to Canada, to Richmond Park, when was the f i r s t church b u i l t 
i n Richmond Park. 
A: I wasn't back then. 
Q: So i t was a f t e r you l e f t then. So you never got to attend church d i d 
you? 
A: No not here. 
Q: Not i n Richmond Park? 
A: The f i r s t s e t t l e r was died there that was Mr. Katcherowski?? so somebody 
digged a hole John Shalapay, he put the lumber i n t o a box he make i t 
??????? few others around Mrs. Katcherowski, she read from the b i b l e we 
A: prayed a l i t t l e b i t buried him. No doctor, no lawyers, no nothing. 
Q: What did he d i e from? 
A: I don't know. 
Q: Was he q u i t e o l d then? 
A: No he wasn't so o l d . He can't a f f o r d doctor only r i c h people a f f o r d 
d o c t o r . 
Q: What year was that? 
A: 
A: prayed a l i t t l e b i t buried him. No do c t o r , no lawyers, no nothing. 
Q: What d i d he die from? 
A: I don't know. 
Q: Was he qu i t e o l d then? 
A: No he wasn't so o l d . He can't a f f o r d doctor only r i c h people can a f f o r d 
d o c t o r . 
Q: What year was that? 
A: I t must have been i n the t h i r t i e s . 
Q: You were going to t e l l us about a time when you were going down the r i v e r 
to see i f there was work i n the lumber camp. 
A: One day I looked at the r i v e r , because I l i v e c l o s e I can see anybody 
that s d r i v i n g with team t h e r e , I saw the horses p u l l i n g a bunk house. 
Well I thought i t was a good sign because I would be not very f a r work f o r 
a l l w inter i n the logging camp. So next day I got my f r i e n d s go and see 
i t maybe working a l r e a d y . For awhile t h e r e , we went about s i x m i l e s , we 
came to the c a b i n , there was not even t r a i l from the c a b i n . So, i n the 
cabin was n o t h i n g , there was one can of raspberry jam and pound of b u t t e r 
t h a t ' s a l l . 
Q: Butter or 1 ard? 
A: B u t t e r . So I turned to my one f r i e n d go a l i t t l e b i t f a r t h e r , maybe 
f i v e , s i x miles because every winter there was a few small o u t f i t s , maybe 
we can see them, somebody s t a r t i n g t h e r e . Because a l o t s of - you no not 
on the r i v e r j u s t l i k e from P r o s p e r i t y from Outchsaw. So we maybe f i n d 
some. So ????? didn't want to go any f a r t h e r , so we I and ????? we went 
nother s i x or seven m i l e s , i t was g e t t i n g dark so I was going to come back. 
Mine f r i e n d , ??????, he says I see there i s something on the r i v e r bank 
lo o k s l i k e a shack. So we climbed up and the was a shack, there was no 
window because i t was broke out, there was a i r t i g h t heater, the pipes were 
f a l l i n g down so we going to stay over night there and the next day we 
going to go f a r t h e r - nother s i x , seven miles and there going to be 
somebody s t a r t i n g because i t i s time to s t a r t . So we stay over night we 
get l o t s of dry I imbs from the spruces make a f i r e and the f r i e n d of mine 
he went and break some 1 imbs and he said I ??????? covered with snow a 
kind of a lump. I had to pull out the lump and i t was from a moose, the 
hind l e g f r o z e n . We drag i t i n t o the f i r e and j a c k k n i f e we cut a piece of 
i t out and from f i v e pound l a r d can we wash i t out and eat meat. When we 
f i l l up our stomach we couldn't sleep anymore because i t was so cold and 
we have to keep the f i r e g o i n g . So i n the morning we went back ??????? we 
wouldn't go any f a r t h e r , we went back. Soon as we get c l o s e r to the 
bunks I was staying at the r i v e r , I see one jump up from the cabin pants 
i n h i s hand ???? A f t e r a while brother a f t e r him. Then I look the bugers 
they eat the b u t t e r and the jam no wonder they been so busy a l l n i g h t . So 
know - we had l o t s of - because we took a few j o i n t s of the b o i l e d moose 
meat and ???????? and we want to give - o f f e r them. Because they ask how 
you get the meat, we says on the bank the farmer f a l l a dead horse and we 
drag i t by the f i r e , we cook i t and we e a t . I t i s good meat, we o f f e r 
them. They says no, can't eat dead horse. So then I had a hell of a time 
to persuade him you know, that i t was moose. Then they give up, they eat 
q u i t e a b i t and we l e f t f o r them. 
Q: You know I'm j u s t going back, I'm j u s t l o o k i n g at my notes here - you 
couldn't t e l l us about your f i r s t Christmas i n Richmond Park a f t e r your 
wife came eh, what was your f i r s t Christmas l i k e ? 
A: F i r s t Christmas i t was j u s t me and w i f e . 
Q: You only had the one g i r l at the f i r s t one? 
A: Yeh, yeh. 
Q: So you can't remember c e l e b r a t i n g Chirstmas eh? You didn't have much to 
eel ebrate then? 
A: There was nothing to c e l e b r a t e . 
Q: It was j u s t l i k e any other day. You didn't go to see the neighbours? 
A: No, no. 
Q: Did you v i s i t the neighbours a l o t , say on a Sunday or was i t always work 
or what? 
A: They were not much l i k e me. There was not much v i s i t i n g . I never had the 
tim e . Seldom home. I come you know to make ??????????? I have to - I 
average four acre a year and big bush l i k e t h a t , and that's only l i k e my 
spare t i m e . Now you I would l i k e to put bush l i k e that to c l e a r any man 
now i n short time. 
Q: With the t o o l s you had. 
A: Yes with the t o o l s I had. I got a saw, I bought in the sale f o r 50 c e n t s . 
I b u i l d a l l the b u i l d i n g s on the farm, graneries t o o , barn , house, 
machine shed, four neighbours houses I b u i l t and I came to ???????? I 
everything b u i l t with that saw. Mine daughter I b u i l t everything with 
that saw I b u i l t two houses i n Athabasca with that saw, I b u i l t one l a r g e 
house f o r myself i n V e g r a v i l l e , I ????? four houses beside u n t i l now. I 
s t i l l use the saw f o r 50 c e n t s . 
Q: How many years d i d you 1 ive at Richmond Park? How long d i d you 1 ive at 
Richmond Park before you moved to ???????? 
A: I moved from there i n 44'. 
Q: Just before the end of the war eh? 
A: Yeh, Yeh, i n 44. 
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Q: What made you move to Packson? 
A: Because I was l o o k i n g a l l the time f o r b e t t e r l i f e . That was impossible 
to f i n d - I have two c h i l d r e n couldn't get an education, I couldn't send 
them to town because they wanted $50 or something a month or something. I 
couldn't a f f o r d . And who would take them. They had to stay here I had to 
be board and home. 
Q: I f you had the money they could have stayed at the h o s t i l e ? But you 
didn't have the money? So how much education d i d M i l l y have? How f a r did 
she go to school ? 
A: Oh I don't know ??????????? Maybe four or f i v e grades. 
Q: She took that i n Richmond Park? 
A: Seven? Yeh . 
Q: She took some of her education at Richmond Park and so did Charl i e . 
A: Yeh, yeh they been going to school . 
Q: They s t a r t e d school there? 
A: They s t a r t there and f i n i s h i t here. ^ 
Q: Fi n i s h e d i n Athabasca? When you were l i v i n g i n Pa&k-son? 
A: Yeh i n Paerson. 
Q: How often d i d you go to Edmonton? How often i n those days when you were 
s t i l l i n Richmond Park? 
A: Not once. 
Q: Not once? 
A: Mine w i f e , f i r s t time i n town - Athabasca - was beside the hospital at 
time seven y e a r s . 
Q: Where was C h a r l i e born? At the farm? 
A: On the farm yeh. 
Q: Who was the midwife? Mrs. Gora? 
A: Mrs. Gora. Now see, a l l those c h i l d r e n were b e t t e r at homestead, there 
was not one even c r i p l e d not one had a doctor - no t h i n g . You look i n the 
C i t y they have to b u i l d new h o s p i t a l s f o r the c h i l d r e n . 
Q: There i s sickness a l l the t i m e . You were l u c k y when you l i v e d out there 
no body got hurt you never were h u r t , never had an accident? 
A: Well accident you got h e l p . C h a r l i e one time, I was c l e a r i n g the bush and 
Charl i e was small boy - I don't know he was f i v e years or not - and he was 
coming with the water ?????? and he s t i c k s here with ???? bones that 
s t i c k about so deep. Well the wife says she had to pull i t out. We wash 
i t up no doctor n o t h i n g . Bandaged i t up. 
Q: I t went r i g h t through the foot didn't i t ? 
A: Ye, r i g h t i n , r i g h t i n . 
Q: And you didn't put anything e l s e on i t ? 
A: 1 don't know i f she put something. 
Q: Did have any medicines or anything? 
A: No there was no medicine. Beside t h i s Doctor Bell . 
Q: That's r i g h t you didn't need anything else? There use to be a Rawl ey man 
they say r i g h t across the r i v e r who t r a v e l l e d , or Watkins? 
A: I didn't buy nothing from them because there was no money. Mrs. Gora, she 
had ??????? a l l kinds of plants and the kids i f ever they need something 
Know they got stomach - put l i t t l e grass ?????? drink i t and they a f t e r 
get b e t t e r , was good a g a i n . 
Q: Who taught school a f t e r Mrs. Day l e f t ? How many years was she there? 
A: I don't know because I l e f t t h e r e . 
Q: Oh of course, you l e f t . Cocochuck I bet? 
A: Cocochuck was teaching i n Paekson. 
Q: So d i d you l i k e i t b e t t e r i n Paekson? You got b e t t e r land there? 
A: Much b e t t e r . Year was very good. 
Q: What would you plant over there? What did you plant there i n 1944 - 45 up 
Q: at Pae£son? 
A: Up at Pac-icson? Mostly wheat. 
Q: It was a good p r i c e then? 
A: Oh yeh, not l i k e now. 
Q: Did you use to get mostly number one or two wheats i n those days? 
A: You had number one. You don't get number one here because i n the P r a i r i e 
l i k e Saskatoon I was one time on the harrow ???????? and the farmer 
combining one time he says ????? go and buy something i n town ??????? so I 
took a 1 ot of wheat and I took - he get number one - so I took Joe 
Hanson, and I come home, I went to one ?????? number f i v e , I got a number 
f i v e there was none. The wheat you know not so ???? 1 ike t h i s one and 
kind of white - number one and he had f i v e and that to me seemed kind of 
c r a z y . That's a hard wheat. 
0: Who did you s e l l your farm to at Richmond Park? 
A: John B u r t i s . 
0: Young John B u r t i s ? 
A: Yeh, j u n i o r . 
Q: J u n i o r huh? 
A: Old man bought f o r him. 
0: How much did you get f o r i t then, i n 1944? 
A: $4 500. We took another q u a r t e r , there was about 20 acres broke, I bought 
from ????????. 
0: And how many acres did you have i n a l l broken? 
A: 90 a c r e s . On the one and the other one was about 20. The other that was 
very cheap because I sol d him f o r $600 a quarter and there was 18 acres of 
summer f a l l o w , he g e t , anyhow we took more then $2000 ????????????, 
about. He says i f you can s e l l me t h i s , I don't want to s e l l t h i s , he 
s a i d you don't s e l l I don't buy t h i s ; and I want ?????? from there because 
one time when I , before I didn't know nothing about farms, that one I s o l d 
people what kind of farms they got, I see ?????? winter working f o r 
fanners and I ?????? on the rock p i l e s thats al 1 . So I had to f i x up a 
l i t t l e b i t be t t e r I sold i t to ??????? f o r $850. Mine wife wouldn't sign 
i t . Second time I s e l l because I b u i l d a house a l r e a d y , more l a n d , I s o l d 
to John Gora for $2500. She wouldn's sign i t . 
0: Oh she had to sign i t too eh? 
A: Yeh she have to sign i t . 
Q: So you had i t i n partnership together l i k e two people? 
A: Don't have to be partners when you got property you see she had to sign 
i t . Then I play a l i t t l e b i t t r i c k s the next time, I had good house and 
M i l l y was p a i n t i n g the rooms, we were so proud. Very good, s o l i d house 
and she sign i t and I bought i t here. 
0: Then you moved to Packson. Well whose place did you buy at Packson? 
A: Ed Maher. 
0: Are they s t i l l l i v i n g out there somewhere? 
A: He's i n town
 %
 I meet him i n the ????? on mine p l a c e , i n the ????? he come 
to me and shatft hands with me, I didn't know him he says well ???? bought 
mine place the f i r s t t i me. 
Q: How 1 ong did you 1 ive at Paekson? 
A: I l i v e d there t i l l about 1958. 
Q: So l i v e d i n Paekson t i l l about 1958, then you moved to V e g r a v i l l e . 
A: Later I b u i l d t h e r e , three houses I remodel and a f t e r I went through l o t s 
of s i c k n e s s . I two ?????, two o p e r a t i o n s . I had emphasema from a l l that 
smoking and then I had 
